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The premise of this volume is that the ubiquity of lactation imagery in early
modern visual culture and the discourse on breastfeeding in humanist, religious,
medical, and literary writings is a distinct cultural phenomenon that deserves
systematic study. Chapters by art historians, social and legal historians, historians
of science, and literary scholars explore some of the ambiguities and
contradictions surrounding the issue, and point to the need for further study, in
particular in the realm of lactation imagery in the visual arts. This volume builds
on existing scholarship on representations of the breast, the iconography of the
Madonna Lactans, allegories of abundance, nature, and charity, women mystics'
food-centered practices of devotion, the ubiquitous practice of wet-nursing, and
medical theories of conception. It is informed by studies on queer kinship in early
modern Europe, notions of sacred eroticism in pre-tridentine Catholicism,
feminist investigations of breastfeeding as a sexual practice, and by
anthropological and historical scholarship on milk exchange and ritual kinship in
ancient Mediterranean and medieval Islamic societies. Proposing a variety of
different methods and analytical frameworks within which to consider instances
of lactation imagery, breastfeeding practices, and their textual references, this
volume also offers tools to support further research on the topic.
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The premise of this volume is that the ubiquity of lactation imagery in early modern visual culture and the
discourse on breastfeeding in humanist, religious, medical, and literary writings is a distinct cultural
phenomenon that deserves systematic study. Chapters by art historians, social and legal historians, historians
of science, and literary scholars explore some of the ambiguities and contradictions surrounding the issue,
and point to the need for further study, in particular in the realm of lactation imagery in the visual arts. This
volume builds on existing scholarship on representations of the breast, the iconography of the Madonna
Lactans, allegories of abundance, nature, and charity, women mystics' food-centered practices of devotion,
the ubiquitous practice of wet-nursing, and medical theories of conception. It is informed by studies on queer
kinship in early modern Europe, notions of sacred eroticism in pre-tridentine Catholicism, feminist
investigations of breastfeeding as a sexual practice, and by anthropological and historical scholarship on milk
exchange and ritual kinship in ancient Mediterranean and medieval Islamic societies. Proposing a variety of
different methods and analytical frameworks within which to consider instances of lactation imagery,
breastfeeding practices, and their textual references, this volume also offers tools to support further research
on the topic.
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Editorial Review

Review
Medieval and Renaissance Lactations offers a systematic study of the visual and written representations of
lactation during the late Middle Ages and early modern period, focusing on the politics of "milk sharing"
rather than only on breastfeeding itself. This innovative approach not only addresses the unique status of wet
nurses within Islamic law, but also attends to the ways in which men could become privileged figures in
relation to the provision of milk.' --Professor Lianne McTavish, University of Alberta

About the Author
Jutta Sperling is Associate Professor of History at Hampshire College, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Baird:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will
want this Medieval and Renaissance Lactations: Images, Rhetorics, Practices (Women and Gender in the
Early Modern World).

Douglas Wyss:

The book Medieval and Renaissance Lactations: Images, Rhetorics, Practices (Women and Gender in the
Early Modern World) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading a book Medieval and Renaissance Lactations: Images, Rhetorics, Practices
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like available and read a guide Medieval and Renaissance Lactations: Images,
Rhetorics, Practices (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Summer McGaugh:

The publication with title Medieval and Renaissance Lactations: Images, Rhetorics, Practices (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help
after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book



represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Charles Stubblefield:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be Medieval and Renaissance Lactations: Images, Rhetorics, Practices (Women
and Gender in the Early Modern World) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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