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The Moravians, a Protestant sect founded in 1727 by Count Nikolaus Ludwig
von Zinzendorf and based in Germany, were key players in the rise of
international evangelicalism. In 1741, after planting communities on the frontiers
of empires throughout the Atlantic world, they settled the communitarian enclave
of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in order to spread the Gospel to thousands of nearby
colonists and Native Americans. In time, the Moravians became some of early
America's most successful missionaries.

Such vast projects demanded vast sums. Bethlehem's Moravians supported their
work through financial savvy and an efficient brand of communalism. Moravian
commercial networks, stretching from the Pennsylvania backcountry to Europe's
financial capitals, also facilitated their efforts. Missionary outreach and
commerce went hand in hand for this group, making it impossible to understand
the Moravians' religious work without appreciating their sophisticated economic
practices as well. Of course, making money in a manner that be fitted a Christian
organization required considerable effort, but it was a balancing act that
Moravian leaders embraced with vigor.

Religion and Profit traces the Moravians' evolving mission projects, their
strategies for supporting those missions, and their gradual integration into the
society of eighteenth-century North America. Katherine Carté Engel
demonstrates the complex influence Moravian religious life had on the group's
economic practices, and argues that the imperial conflict between Euro-
Americans and Native Americans, and not the growth of capitalism or a process
of secularization, ultimately reconfigured the circumstances of missionary work
for the Moravians, altering their religious lives and economic practices.
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The Moravians, a Protestant sect founded in 1727 by Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf and based in
Germany, were key players in the rise of international evangelicalism. In 1741, after planting communities
on the frontiers of empires throughout the Atlantic world, they settled the communitarian enclave of
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in order to spread the Gospel to thousands of nearby colonists and Native
Americans. In time, the Moravians became some of early America's most successful missionaries.

Such vast projects demanded vast sums. Bethlehem's Moravians supported their work through financial
savvy and an efficient brand of communalism. Moravian commercial networks, stretching from the
Pennsylvania backcountry to Europe's financial capitals, also facilitated their efforts. Missionary outreach
and commerce went hand in hand for this group, making it impossible to understand the Moravians' religious
work without appreciating their sophisticated economic practices as well. Of course, making money in a
manner that be fitted a Christian organization required considerable effort, but it was a balancing act that
Moravian leaders embraced with vigor.

Religion and Profit traces the Moravians' evolving mission projects, their strategies for supporting those
missions, and their gradual integration into the society of eighteenth-century North America. Katherine Carté
Engel demonstrates the complex influence Moravian religious life had on the group's economic practices,
and argues that the imperial conflict between Euro-Americans and Native Americans, and not the growth of
capitalism or a process of secularization, ultimately reconfigured the circumstances of missionary work for
the Moravians, altering their religious lives and economic practices.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Engel fills a significant gap in the history of the Moravian Brethren in America by focusing on the
connection between their spiritual ideal and economic activity. In doing so, she also spotlights the
significance of transatlantic ties and the impact of the Seven Years War for the entire middle Atlantic
region."—Journal of American History

"Ambitious and deeply researched. . . . An ideal example of a case study with far broader implications for
American religious history."—Church History

"Engel's account of change over the last part of the century features careful attention to the interplay of local
and world events, the continuing integrity of Moravian religious motives, but also the compelling force of
circumstances that ended the earlier dynamism of this pilgrim community. . . . A noteworthy example of
Atlantic history at its best."—Catholic Historical Review

About the Author
Katherine Carte Engel teaches history at Texas AandM University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katie Jones:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Religion and Profit: Moravians
in Early America (Early American Studies). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Ross:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question



simply because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Religion and Profit: Moravians in Early
America (Early American Studies) to read.

Verna Hibbard:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Religion and Profit: Moravians in Early America (Early American
Studies) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you wanted.

Sandra Easley:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Religion and Profit: Moravians in Early America (Early American Studies) we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Religion
and Profit: Moravians in Early America (Early American Studies). You can more inviting than now.
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