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Soccer is the most mathematical of sports--riddled with numbers, patterns, and
shapes. How to make sense of them? The answer liesin mathematical modeling,
a science with applicationsin a host of biological systems. Soccermatics brings
the two together in afascinating, mind-bending synthesis.

What's the similarity between an ant colony and Total Football, Dutch style?
How isthe Barcelona midfield linked geometrically? And how can we relate the
mechanics of a Mexican Wave to the singing of cicadasin an Australian valley?
Welcome to the world of mathematical modeling, expressed brilliantly by David
Sumpter through the prism of soccer. Soccer is indeed more than a game and this
book is packed with game theory. After reading it, you will forever watch the
game with new eyes.
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Soccer isthe most mathematical of sports--riddlied with numbers, patterns, and shapes. How to make sense of
them? The answer lies in mathematical modeling, a science with applicationsin ahost of biological systems.
Soccermatics brings the two together in a fascinating, mind-bending synthesis.

What's the similarity between an ant colony and Total Football, Dutch style? How is the Barcelona midfield
linked geometrically? And how can we relate the mechanics of a Mexican Wave to the singing of cicadasin
an Australian valley? Welcome to the world of mathematical modeling, expressed brilliantly by David
Sumpter through the prism of soccer. Soccer isindeed more than a game and this book is packed with game
theory. After reading it, you will forever watch the game with new eyes.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Drawing on stats, physics and natural phenomena, a math professor and amateur coach explains everything
from the geometry of passing to manageria strategy to predicting performance. The book isfull of game
theory and diagrams of famous plays." - Steven Goff, The Washington Post roundup of soccer books

"Sumpter's deconstruction of formations proved why maths and football can't live without each other. It's
every football nerd's dream." - Four Four Two

"Thisisfootball looked at in avery different way. David Sumpter is mining arich and deep seam herein
Soccermatics, one that will become an increasingly important part of the game." - Pat Nevin, former Chelsea
and Everton star and football media analyst

"Touted as a‘ mathematical adventure through the beautiful game,” thistitle certainly lives up to and exceeds
expectations. The biggest positive for this book isthat it is approachable, certainly much more than
SOCCERNOMICS from Simon Kuper and Stefan Szymanski." - International Soccer Network

"Sumpter’s love of the game isinfectious--it'simpossible not to bedrawnin . .. SOCCERMATICSisa
fascinating book, an intelligent work that strives to reflect the minute intricacies of the game by way of the
numbers while never condescending to or overwhelming the reader. Soccer fans and math lovers will be
thrilled, but in truth, a general understanding of both isreally al you need to enjoy thisone." - The Maine
Edge

"A fascinating study of the structures and patterns that underpin football matches, with revealing and
surprising conclusions.” - Michael Cox, editor of Zonal Marking and Guardian Sports

"David Sumpter brings together his two passions, mathematics and football, in a highly original and
entertaining way. The beautiful game illustrated through the beauty of mathematics.” - Philip Maini FRS,
Professor of Mathematical Biology, University of Oxford

About the Author

David Sumpter isa professor of applied mathematics at Uppsala University in Sweden, where he runs the
Collective Behavior Research Group. Originally from London, he studied his Ph.D. in mathematics at
Manchester and held academic research positions at both Oxford and Cambridge. Thisis hisfirst book. He
lives with his wife and two children. In his spare time, he trains a successful soccer team of nine-year-old
boys. Helivesin Uppsala, Sweden.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Manuel Coury:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Soccermatics:
Mathematical Adventuresin the Beautiful Game Pro-Edition (Bloomsbury Sigma) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said asthe
way for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for al of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick
Soccermatics. Mathematical Adventuresin the Beautiful Game Pro-Edition (Bloomsbury Sigma) become
your own starter.

Douglas Wyss:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on the
bed? Do you need something new? This Soccermatics: Mathematical Adventures in the Beautiful Game Pro-
Edition (Bloomsbury Sigma) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Bridgett Killion:

With this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One
of the books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Soccermatics: Mathematical Adventuresin the
Beautiful Game Pro-Edition (Bloomsbury Sigma). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can
get many advantages.

L uther Jensen:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Soccermatics. Mathematical Adventures
in the Beautiful Game Pro-Edition (Bloomsbury Sigma) to make your reading is interesting. Y our skill of
reading proficiency is devel oping when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to
available abook and examine it. Beside that the e-book Soccermatics: Mathematical Adventuresin the
Beautiful Game Pro-Edition (Bloomsbury Sigma) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of their time.
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