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Writing letters to powerful people to win their favor and garner rewards such as
political office, tax relief, and recommendations was an institution in
Renaissance Florence; the practice was an important tool for those seeking social
mobility, security, and recognition by others. In this detailed study of political
and social patronage in fifteenth-century Florence, Paul D. McLean shows that
patronage was much more than a pursuit of specific rewards. It was also a pursuit
of relationships and of a self defined in relation to others. To become
independent in Renaissance Florence, one first had to become connected. With
The Art of the Network, McLean fills a gap in sociological scholarship by tracing
the historical antecedents of networking and examining the concept of self that
accompanies it. His analysis of patronage opens into a critique of contemporary
theories about social networks and social capital, and an exploration of the
sociological meaning of “culture.”

McLean scrutinized thousands of letters to and from Renaissance Florentines. He
describes the social protocols the letters reveal, paying particular attention to the
means by which Florentines crafted credible presentations of themselves. The
letters, McLean contends, testify to the development not only of new forms of
self-presentation but also of a new kind of self to be presented: an emergent,
“modern” conception of self as an autonomous agent. They also bring to the fore
the importance that their writers attached to concepts of honor, and the ways that
they perceived themselves in relation to the Florentine state.
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Writing letters to powerful people to win their favor and garner rewards such as political office, tax relief,
and recommendations was an institution in Renaissance Florence; the practice was an important tool for
those seeking social mobility, security, and recognition by others. In this detailed study of political and social
patronage in fifteenth-century Florence, Paul D. McLean shows that patronage was much more than a pursuit
of specific rewards. It was also a pursuit of relationships and of a self defined in relation to others. To
become independent in Renaissance Florence, one first had to become connected. With The Art of the
Network, McLean fills a gap in sociological scholarship by tracing the historical antecedents of networking
and examining the concept of self that accompanies it. His analysis of patronage opens into a critique of
contemporary theories about social networks and social capital, and an exploration of the sociological
meaning of “culture.”

McLean scrutinized thousands of letters to and from Renaissance Florentines. He describes the social
protocols the letters reveal, paying particular attention to the means by which Florentines crafted credible
presentations of themselves. The letters, McLean contends, testify to the development not only of new forms
of self-presentation but also of a new kind of self to be presented: an emergent, “modern” conception of self
as an autonomous agent. They also bring to the fore the importance that their writers attached to concepts of
honor, and the ways that they perceived themselves in relation to the Florentine state.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amy Dixon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The Art of the
Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics,
History, and Culture)is one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Floyd Lipp:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics,
History, and Culture) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Mary Perry:

This The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History,
and Culture) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your
hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
digest in reading this The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence
(Politics, History, and Culture) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is
easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean
in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better
life and knowledge.



Amanda Stone:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Art of the Network: Strategic
Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It
is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Art of the Network:
Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) can to be your
brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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